
CULTURAL ROOTS 

HOMESCHOOL CO-OP
M i d d l e  G r a d e  B o o k  S t u d i e s  G r o u p

T h e  S t o r y  o f  T h e  H o u s e  o n  M a n g o  S t r e e t  

H o l l e e  F r e e m a n ,  P h D

The Middle Grades group engaged in a close
reading of Sandra Cisneros' widely acclaimed book,
The House on Mango Street. 

We researched about the author and wrote our own
Orikis to describe ourselves. Oriki is form of "praise
poetry" used by the Yoruba speakers of West Africa.
It's a personal hype story, if you will, where
bragging is absolutely essential. 

We dug into The House on Mango Street and
discussed the themes that resonated with us 
 including: community, home, age, and belonging.
We also discussed our favorite vignettes (chapters)
and the various literary functions that Cisneros uses
to make the community and the characters come
alive. 

Staying close to her style of writing, we decided to
write our own vignettes to share a bit about our 
 neighborhoods, communities and loved ones.

It's been a real pleasure working with your children.
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GOOCHLAND
b y  R a y n e  B r o o k s

 MY COUNTY IN THE
COUNTRY IS FILLED WITH
NATURE FROM THE MANY
STREAMS AND CREEKS TO

THE MUSHROOMS ON
DEAD, DAMP TREES. 

THE PEOPLE ARE MAINLY
NICE HERE IN
GOOCHLAND. 

WE HAVE EVERYTHING:
SUBWAY, MCDS, HARDEE'S

AND DOMINOES. 
IF EVERYWHERE HAD

ZOOMBIES EXCEPT MY
COUNTY, WE COULD LIVE

FOR YEARS !
**************** 
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THE CHILDRENTHE CHILDREN
OF BLOODOF BLOOD  
AND BONEAND BONE  

OUR NEXTOUR NEXT
BOOK !BOOK !

T O M I  A D E Y E M I ’ S  D E B U T
N O V E L  I S  T H E  S T A R T  O F
W H A T  P R O M I S E S  T O  B E  A N
E P I C ,  A D D I C T I V E  N E W  S E R I E S .
T H E  C H I L D R E N  O F  B L O O D
A N D  B O N E  I S  I N F L U E N C E D  B Y
A D E Y E M I ’ S  W E S T  A F R I C A N
H E R I T A G E ,  A N D  I N  I T  S H E
B E N D S  R E L I G I O U S  D E I T I E S
( T H E  O R Ï S H A )  A N D  A  D I V E R S E
L A N D S C A P E  I N T O  A
R E F R E S H I N G  N E W  T A K E  O N
F A N T A S Y . . .  T H E  C H I L D R E N  O F
B L O O D  A N D  B O N E  T A K E S  O N
I N J U S T I C E ,  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ,
A N D  A  S T R U G G L E  F O R
C H A N G E .
 - -  S E I R A  W I L S O N
F O R  T H E  A M A Z O N  
B O O K  R E V I E W

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 V E N E T A :  T H E  N I C E  L A D Y  N E X T  D O O R
B Y  K E N N E D Y

 

N E X T  D O O R  I S  T H E  H O U S E  T H A T  W A S  H A U N T E D .  T H E  H O U S E

T H A T  T H E  Y O U N G  M E  F E A R E D .  T H I S  W A S  T H E  H O U S E  W H E R E

T H E   W I T C H  L I V E D .  E V E R Y  C H R I S T M A S  O U R  D R O N E  W O U L D

G E T  S T U C K  O N  H E R  R O O F ,  N O  O N E  W A N T E D  T O  G O  O V E R

A N D  G E T  I T .  N O  O N E  H A D  B E E N  I N  H E R  H O U S E  B E F O R E .  N O

O N E  K N E W  W H A T  I T  L O O K E D  L I K E .  A N D  N O  O N E  W A N T E D  T O

K N O C K  O N  W H A T  W E  T H O U G H T  W A S  A  W I T C H ' S  H O U S E .  B U T

T H E  C U R R E N T  M E  N O W  F I N D S  T H E R E  W A S  N O T H I N G  T O  F E A R .

T H E  D A Y  S H E  L E F T ,  T H E  S P E L L  S E E M E D  T O  D I S A P P E A R .  A S

S H E  D R O V E  A W A Y ,  S H E  S M I L E D  F O R  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E   A N D

W A V E D  G O O D B Y .  I T  W A S  A  W A V E  S O  R A R E  I  A L M O S T  C R I E D .

S O ,  N O W  I  K N O W  N O  W I T C H  L I V E D  T H E R E ,  J U S T  A  N I C E

P E R S O N  W I T H  A  S M I L E  R A R E L Y  S H A R E D .  

 

N O T E :  S O F I A  W R I T I N G  I N  1 S T  P E R S O N  A S  E S P E R A N Z A  

M Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  I S N ' T  T H E  B E S T  N E I G H B O R H O O D .  I T  H A S  A  L O T

O F  D I F F E R E N T  P E O P L E  T H E R E .  I ' L L  S T A R T  W I T H  M Y  H O M E . I T ' S  O L D

A N D  R A G G E D Y .  S O M E O N E  O N C E  S A I D ,  " Y O U  L I V E  T H E R E ? ! "  A S  I

N O D D E D  A N D  P O I N T E D  T O  T H E  T H I R D  F L O O R  W H E R E  I  L I V E .  I  G U E S S

S H E  S A I D  T H A T  B E C A U S E  W E  H A D  W O O D  B A R S  N A I L E D  O N  T H E

W I N D O W  ( B Y  M Y  P A P A )  A N D  P E E L I N G  P A I N T .

T H E R E  I S  A  L A D Y  N A M E D  E D N A  W H O  H A S  A  B U I L D I N G  N E X T  T O  M E .

I  K N O W  T H A T  S H E  U S E D  T O  H A V E  A  B U I L D I N G  A S  B I G  A S  A  W H A L E

B U T  H E R  B R O T H E R  S O L D  I T .  E V E N  T H O U G H  H E R  M O T H E R  S A I D ,  " N O ,

N O ,  D O N ' T  E V E R  S E L L  I T "  A N D  N E X T  T H I N G  Y O U  K N O W  S H E  C L O S E D

H E R  E Y E S  A N D  H E  S O L D  I T .  T H E R E  I S  A  M A N  W E  C A L L  " J O E  T H E

B A B Y - G R A B B E R "  A N D  C A T H Y  L I V E S  N E X T  D O O R  T O  H I M .  S H E  T E L L S

M E  T O  " K E E P  A W A Y  F R O M  H I M ,  H E ' S  F U L L  O F  D A N G E R " .  C A T H Y  I S  A

" Q U E E N  O F  C A T S "  B E C A U S E  S H E  H A S  S O  M A N Y  O F  T H E M .  S H E  H A S

B A B Y  C A T S ,  S K I N N Y  C A T S ,  B I G  C A T S ,  S I C K  C A T S  W A L K I N G  O N  T H E

D I N N E R  T A B L E  C A T S ,  A S L E E P  L I K E  D O N U T S  C A T S ,  A N D  O N  T O P  O F

T H E  R E F R I G E R A T O R  C A T S .  O H  A N D  T H E R E ' S  B E N N Y  A N D  B I A N C A  W H O

O W N  A  C O R N E R  S T O R E ,  A N D  T H E Y ' R E  O K A Y  I F  Y O U  D O N ' T  L E A N  O N

T H E  C A N D Y  C O U N T E R .  T H E Y ' R E  A L S O  T W O  G I R L S  ( I  T H I N K  T H E Y ' R E

R A G G E D Y  A S  R A T S )  T H A T  L I V E  A C R O S S  T H E  S T R E E T  B U T  Y O U

P R O B A B L Y  D O N ' T  W A N T  T O  K N O W  A B O U T  T H E M .  

I N  M Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  T H E R E  A R E  F E W  B U T T E R F L I E S  A N D  F L O W E R S

A N D  M O S T  T H I N G S  T H A T  A R E  B E A U T I F U L .  

 ~ E S P E R A N Z A  ( M E  ( S O F I A )  )
 

 

                                        



None for Jaya! None for Jordyn!

We would always go to Rachel's house and beg for hot cheetos. She
would eventually give in and get them. But she would always say
None for Jaya! I felt so bad for Jaya so I snuck some to her. 
Once we were painting at Rachel's house and decorating
cardboard. We painted houses and cars, plants and flowers but
when Jaya came, she'd say none for Jaya!
Whenever we'd go to Jordan and Lily's house and everybody got
their scooters out, when Jaya tried to get hers, they'd kick and
throw it and keep it away from her. 
None for Jaya! None for Jaya! They all repeated it. 
None for Jaya! 
Jaya tried to brush it off, but she once gave in and cried.
I stood up for her. 
I took Rachel's scooter. None for Rachel! 
I took Jackson's phone. None for Jackson!
Josiah screamed when I threw his helmet. None for Josiah!
Jace hated me when I kicked his scooter. None for Jace! 

Everybody got mad and threw my scooter away. None for Jordyn!
They sang.
Jaya hugged me. I knew you'd do anything for me.
The next day it was stuck in my head. 
None for Jordyn!
None for Jordyn!
None for Jordyn! 

n o t e :  I n  T h e  H o u s e  o n  M a n g o  S t r e e t ,  S a n d r a  C i s n e r o s

d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  u s e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  p r i n t .  W e

d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i n  t h e  b o o k  c l u b  a n d  w e  s u r m i s e d  t h a t

t h i s  a d d s  t o  t h e  l y r i c a l  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s .   T h e

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  b o o k  c l u b  a r e  w r i t i n g  i n  t h i s  s t y l e .  

b y  J o r d y n  H a r r i s  
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Kennedy House of Wright,

wonderfilled, hard work only never

wishing to be a star, animal lover,

death watcher, horror obsessed,

quick with words, loves to life,

lover of pranks and making people

laugh. Royaly amazing at

convincing Jordan to give her stuff.

by Kennedy 

Addie Lillian House of Greystone, 7 letters
 is better, awesome prankster, animal
saver, princess Addison of Genovia, best
ever swimmer! Pet master, accomplisher of
dreams, queen bee, beautiful in all ways.
By Addie

Sofia Araceli Dorantes 
of House Ruffin 
Rider, Pony Leaser
Goal accomplisher
BLM Believer
Cookie Enthusiast 
Forever family frenzy
Lover of Luck
Friend Finder 
Seeker of School
Princess of Ponies!

by Sofia 
.

BY JORDYN

BY SORAIAH

ORIKI (Ori-head, Ki- to greet or praise)
AN ORIKI  IS A MANTRA IN WHICH YOU

PRAISE/GREET YOURSELF AND SPEAK LIFE TO

YOUR DESTINY. 

 

IT LETS PEOPLE KNOW WHO YOU WERE, WHO YOU

ARE, AND WHO YOU WILL BE
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